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that is why I have called. If any promotion comes to me, I
shall owe it to you."
"We are good friends/' Hsi-m£n Ch'ing said, "I shall be
glad to do anything I can. Give me your record of service.
He will be coming here for another party the day after to-
v morrow and I will speak to him then/' •
^   Ching rose and bowed. "I arn very much obliged to you.
Here is my record of service." He took it from an attendant
and handed it to Hsi-m6n Ch'ing. It said:
Ching Chung, Garrison Commander of Ch'ing Ho, and
officer in command of troops in various districts of Shan-tung.
Thirty-two years of age. Born at T'an-chou. In consequence
of the exploits of his ancestors, he was given the rank of
captain. He passed through the military academy and has
been prorr?oted by degrees to his present post in command
of troops in Chi-chou, etc.
When Hsi-m£n Ch'ing had read this, Ching brought out
a list of presents and asked him to accept them. Hsi-m8n saw:
'Two hundred measures of fine rice.*
4<What is this?" he said, "I cannot possibly accept it. If
I did, there would be no point whatever in our friendship."
"Ssu-ch'iian," Ching said, "if you do not want it, you can
f
ive it to his Excellency. You must not refuse. If you do,
will never trouble you again."
After much demur, Hsi-men accepted. "When I have
spoken to him, I will let you know," he said.
They drank tea again,. and Ching went away. Hsintn£n
Ch'ing mounted his horse and, with Ch'in T'ung in attend-
ance, went to see Governor Ts'ai.
When Hsi-m£n had gone, Flute of Jade, who had helped
him to dress, went to see Golden Lotus.
"Mother," she said, "why didn't you stay longer in the
inner court last night? Mother said several nasty things about
you. She said that, as soon as you heard Father coming from
the other court, you dashed after him. She said you got hold
of him so tightly that you wouldn't let him go, even to the
Third Lady, whose birthday it was. And the Third Lady said
she wasn't going to enter into a competition with you; he
go to any room he liked."
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